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obligation of medical inspection, against which they very
often rise and protest by its non-observance, in spite of
the opinion of the Court of Cassation, which does not
acknowledge, like the tribunal of Verviers, that this obliga-
tion was an attack on individual liberty and dignity. In
all morality, it is the tribunal Verviers which is in the
right. The Superior Council of Public Hygiene, consulted
on several occasions, gave its opinion in two reports, the
one dated 1902, before the draft of the Act of Delbaste ;
the other in 1904, after the said draft was refused by the
Belgian Government, which simply desired to regulate the
use of white lead. Finally, in 1908, a long time after the
Royal Warrant instituting the regulation given above, the
Superior Council of Public Hygiene was consulted again
by the Minister of Agriculture (? !) on the efficiency, from
the point of view of the legal regulations, which interdicted
(i) the dispatch of white lead intended for paint from
factories where it is manufactured under any other form
than stiff paint ground in oil, the conveyance, sale, and
use of dry white lead for painting ; (2) the dry rubbing
down and pumicing of surfaces painted with white lead,
any contraventions of which requirements would be
punished with severe penalties.
The Council of Hygiene replied to the double question
by the following report. The first of these requirements
has not now the force which it had some time ago for
working painters. It follows, from information that we
have collected, that the greater number of them no longer
mix and grind white lead in oil, this being done especially
by the white lead corroder and the paint merchant. If
some master painters still do so, it is scarcely in the hope